





stood up well in the 80 years since it had been built, but a
wing added in the late 1970s would have to go. “A bad
addition doesn’t pay any attention to the old house or it
turns its back on it,” says Jones, for whom additions to older
Midtown houses comprise about a third of his firm’s busi-
ness. “The program here was to make an addition to this
house that was in total sympathy to the original house. The
design challenge was to do it in a seamless way—to keep
the roof lines compatible, to match the materials and the
details and at the same time to make a modern house out of
it.” Henslee says she was eager to get involved. “I was out
here more than some architects and builders would prefer,
but it was just fascinating to me,” she says. “It helped that
John was my friend. I got really interested in the process. At
every corner there’s another decision to make.”

One of the hardest decisions came early. A 100-year-old
red oak tree that had barely survived the 2003 wind storm
stood in the backyard, and it soon became apparent that it
would have to go before the expansion could proceed. “Tt
just killed us to cut it, but it was badly damaged, and it was
going to be a danger to the house,” says Henslee. “So it's
memorialized in many ways.” The old tree yielded copious
amounts of wood that were partially cured on site using a
solar kiln. The treads and banister for an entire new stair-
case were fashioned from the old oak, as well as trim wood
and beams in the addition. And there was still plenty of
wood left over. “I've got two cords of red oak in my backyard
from that old tree,” says Jones. “It was part of my payment.”
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[left and top) A 100-year-old red cak tree, which had to be cut
down during the renovation, supplied the wood for this staircase
and banister. (above) With two young children in the house,
including a mud room in the addition was a must. (facing page,
top) Builtin and window nooks are common features of the 1920s
arts and crafts style homes common in Midtown. (bottom)
Replacing the cracked marble fireplace was one of the first jobs
tackled in the renovation. (right] Creating a seamless transition
between the old and new sections of the house was architect John
Jones' chief challenge.



But the new oak posed an unexpected problem: the original
home’s wood trim was made from red gum, a much darker
wood. Choosing stains to make the two types of wood
match proved to be an arduous process.

“For an older house, we were struck by how much natu-
ral light there is,” says Henslee. The home’s open layout
provides occupants with several distinct lines of sight. “One
of the selling points of the house was the view out of the living
room to the backyard,” says Jones. “We wanted to maintain
the axis of the house—that was key to the planning strategy.”
During construction, it was discovered that a sunroom that
Henslee says “smelled like a cave” was actually a porte
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|above) "We wanted fo mainiain the axis of the house,” says architect
Jones. “That was key to the planning strategy.” The beams in the addi-
tion's great room are made from wood recovered from the backyard
oak. [right) Hexagonal tiles were used in the master bathroom to
match the older tiles in the original bathrooms. (bottom) “We had to
mix grade one and grade two to get the sort of nice wood texture
that's in these old floors,” says Henslee. (facing page, top) The old
and new sections of the house come iogether in this transition between
the kitchen and family room. The old home's wood trim was red gum,
while the new addition used oak, making the choice of wood stains
vital for a smooth fit. (bottom) The outdoor enirance fo the basement
was enclosed by the home's expansion. :
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cochere that had been clumsily converted many years ago.
“When you look at the outside of the house you can see the
arch and the old driveway,” she says. A patio directly
behind the improved sunroom was greatly expanded to
give the homeowners an outside space to enjoy.

After more than a year’s work, the addition, including a
master suite and great room that doubled the size of the
home from 2,000 to 4,000 square feet, was finished. It is a
seamless fit, both inside and outside. “We used the same
roof slope, the same eave detail, the same window configu-
ration, so we were able to blend it together with the old
house,” says Jones. Now Henslee says she devotes much of
her time to gardening. “People tell stories about the woman
who lived in this house. She was a gardener who spent all
of her time out in the yard. Id like to think there is some of
her spirit left here.” She says that homeowners should care-
fully gauge their level of commitment before embarking on
a project of this magnitude, and that assembling the right
team is key to getting the job done right. “I feel really lucky
that I was able to find the right people and they were really
interested in the project,” she says. “We love being here.” =
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